WORD KEY 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention relates, in general, to an aid for use 
in reading a predetermined book, particularly, the present 
5 invention relates to a book mark which contains usable 

. definitions for difficult words in the context they appear. in the 
predetermined book. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION ... 
Many times when a person reads a. book there are . at least 
10 several words in the book that the reader is unfamiliar with. 
, ; : Sometimes the meaning of these words can be gleaned by how the 

words are used • in sentences . However , more often the reader 
, needs to consult outside references, such as dictionaries, 

encyclopedias, etc. to gain an -understanding of these words. ; 
15 , Often, these sources are. not readily available and, thus, the 

reader may elect to .forego such interruptions because they are 
time /consuming arid disruptive to the readers concentration; 

Instead the reader may guess at the meaning of the word by 
its context in the sentence or paragraph . Incorrect guesses may 
20 lead to erroneous conclusions as to the meaning of the text that 
is being read. The' frequency of misunderstanding by a reader 
. increases with the complexity of the vocabulary used by. the 
writer. /'Thus, it, would be advantageous to a reader if the 
meaning of difficult or unusual words were made conveniently and 
25 •■ easily" accessible. > 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention provides an apparatus for marking a • 
page in a predetermined book. The apparatus comprises a 
substrate having a predetermined size and a predetermined 
5 configuration and selected words disposed adj acent definitions of 
the selected words on at least one side of the substrate, the 
selected words being words that are used in such predetermined 
book which are likely to be unfamiliar to an , average reader of 
such book for which the apparatus is to, , be used. ■ 
10 " OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION \. 

It is., therefore, one of the primary objects of the present 
invention to provide a bookmark to be used with , a predetermined 
book on which are provided useful definitions for difficult words 
that are used in the predetermined book'. 1 
15 : Another object of the present invention is to provide a book 

mark that is easy for the reader to use. /' . 1 / 

.Still another object of the present invention is to -provide 
a- bookmark to be used with a predetermined book oh which are 
provided useful synonyms for difficult words that are used in the 
20 predetermined book. 

Yet another object of the present invention is, to provide 
bookmarks for use. with predetermined books which are provided 
with definitions for difficult words wherein each book in a 
, series has its own- bookmark . ' : 

25 . Another object of the present invention is' to provide a 

bookmark to be used with a predetermined book on which the 



difficult words that are used in the predetermined book that are 

defined are printed in alphabetical order : 

In addition to the numerous objects and advantages of the 

present invention which have been described with some degree of 

5 particularity above, it should be both noted and understood that 

a number of other important objects and advantages of the 

invention will become more readily apparent to those persons who 

are skilled in the relevant art from the following more detailed 

description of the invention, particularly , when 

10 such detailed description is taken in conjunction with the 

■ appended claims: ' ; t 

■. • BRIEF DESCRIPTION .OF THE DRAWINGS 

Figure 1 : is view of the front side ..of the apparatus for. 

marking a page in . a predetermined book . 

15"., Figure 2 is view of the back side of the apparatus for 

marking a page in a predetermined book. 

Figure 3 is a partial perspective view of the apparatus in 

■which, the apparatus, is folded once for use with smaller books. 

\ Figure 4 is a partial perspective view of the apparatus in 

20 which the apparatus is folded twice. ' ,. 

Figure 5 is a partial perspective view of • the apparatus in 

. which the apparatus has three folds. . , 

1 - BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PRESENTLY 

PREFERRED AND VARIOUS. ALTERNATE 
25 EMBODIMENTS OF THE PRESENT INVENTION 

Prior to proceeding to the more detailed description of the 

present invention, it should be noted that for the sake of 

• - • ' ■. ■ : . • • • / ■ ". 3 \ - . ; - . . 




clarity in understanding the invention, identical components with 
identical functions have been designated with identical reference 
numerals throughout the drawing Figures. 

Illustrated in Figures 1 and 2 is the present invention 
which provides an apparatus, generally designated 10, for marking 
a page in a predetermined book. The apparatus 10 is essentially 
a bookmark. The apparatus 10 includes a substrate 2 having a 
predetermined size arid a predetermined configuration.' 

The substrate 2 has selected words 4 along -with definitions 
6 ' of the, selected words 4 disposed, on at least one side of the 
substrate. . Word and words will ,be used interchangeably . and both 
will be designated 4 in /this disclosure. Also, in the .context .of 
the invention "the word ■ " de f ini t i oh " is used to include a ; 
statement of meaning, an explanation of the word within the. 
context used in the book, a synonym for the word or a simple 
definition of the word,' Also, all of the. examples . and the .. 
drawing f igures aire shown with - the words and def initions in 
English. However, it is within the scope of the invention that- 
such words and- definitions could also be 'in different languages . 

The selected words 4 .being uncommon 'words 4^ that are used, in 
the predetermined book (not shown) for which the apparatus 10 is 
to be used. The book may be fiction or nonfictidn. The 
definitions'; 6 may be simply a synonym of the word 2 which 
substantially defines the word 4 as it is used in the text of. the 
predetermined book. The apparatus 10 is specific for that 



predetermined book. A different; apparatus 10 is used for each 
predetermined book for which an apparatus 10 is designed. 

The apparatus 10 would have a word key logo, generally 
designated 20, disposed on a first side of such apparatus 10. 
5 Beneath the word key logo 20 would be the title 12, followed by 
the author 14 of the predetermined book for which the apparatus 
10 is designed. Beneath the author 14 would be the first word 4 
followed by the definition 6 for that word 4. It is preferred 
that the words 4. with their respective definitions 6 are disposed, 
,10 in alphabetical Sequence on the substrate 2. As stated 

previously;, the definitions 6 may be single word synonyms or may 
define the word 4 in as few words as needed but. generally the 
definition 6 will be concise. Further, the definition 6 will be 
in keeping with the context of how the word 4 is used in the 

15 text." ' .' ,., '• . - ■ \ \. y ■ ■ ' 

;' in one embodiment .of the invention such words 4: are written 

in bold print so as,, to distinguish them from the def initions 6 
which are written in standard print and thus make' it easier for 
■ the user to find the word (s) 4 that the user is unsure of. It is. 
20 1 within the scope of the invention that such words 4 and 
"'• definitions 6 may be differentiated by the use of different . . 

colors rather than bold and standard, print and it is also within , 
the scope of the invention that various fonts or different layout 
formats may be used to fit special or artistic needs. 
25 The word (s) 4 along with the definitions 6 are disposed 

, continuously across the width of the substrate 2 till the first 
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line is filled then it moves to the next line on the substrate 2. 
This continues until the first side of the substrate 2 is used 
up. Then, if there are. still more words. 4 - to be defined it 
continues on the second side of substrate 2 which is seen in 
Figure 2. It is still another embodiment of the invention/ as 
seen in Figures 3-5, that such substrate 2 can be designed to be 
folded in one ., two or even three folds, if necessary, to 
preserve the bookmark quality while accommodating a large number 
of words 4 arid' definitions 6 , The substrate should not be too 
wide so as to be in keeping with bookmarks. \ 

The use of such apparatus .10 enables a reader of such 
.predetermined book to simply, glance down at the apparatus 10 When 
a .difficult word 4 appears in the text- and f f irid a definition 6 
for such word 4 without having to go to an outside source,- such 
as a dictionary, or guess at /the meaning of the word 4. 

The substrate is made of one of plastic, cardboard, paper, 
and various combinations thereof. In a presently preferred 
embodiment of the invention such, substrate 2 would be made of 
paper and in an even. more, preferred embodiment such paper would 
be laminated. And in an even' more preferred embodiment such 
substrate is paper laminated in plastic-. 

The configuration of the : substrate' 2 can encompass a variety 
of shapes-, The substrate could be rectangular/ oval, square or 
even a circle or, a combination of shapes. However, it is 
presently '-preferred that the predetermined configuration of the 
substrate be rectangular. Further, it is also presently 



preferred that the predetermined size of such configuration be 
approximately, but not limited to, -4tf by 8M inches for use with a 
standard book. This size presents sufficient surface area so v 
that a significant number of difficult or unusual words 4 , can be 
defined, yet is small enough that it will easily fit, as a 
bookmark in such book. It is within the embodiment of the 
invention that such substrate could also be creased . so as ,to fold 
lengthwise so as to be more .in keeping with the width of a' 
bookmark when used as just a bookmark yet be readily opened so 
.that the full width is available for viewing when the book is 
being" read.. In the event that' the: number of words to be defined 
cannot be accommodated on a .4M by ; 8% inch substrate,, then the v 
necessary appropriate size • substrate is used and creased so as to 
be folded ,1, 2 of 3 times until the substrate is approximately 
4% by 8% inches when folded. ' ... . s 

. For paperback books (pocket book's) such preferred size would 
be substantially about 334 by. 6 inches.. Since such.' substrate > 2 ; . 
for use with paperback books must be smaller it is also an 
embodiment of the invent ion that such substrate be .creased so as 
to. be -folded at, least once to provide four surfaces with each 
substrate. As stated- previously such substrate can also be ' 
folded in thirds or even with three folds to provide more surface 
area In the ^vent .that there are a large number of words 4 that 
require explanations. Figure 3, 4 and 5 show the substrate 2 as- 
it would appear with one, two and three folds. Again it is 



important to maintain the bookmark character of the substrate as' • 
regard to width. 

Similarly the predetermined size' of the substrate 2 could be 
somewhat larger than 4% by 8M inches .when the apparatus .10 is to 
be used with a book with large size: print. The larger size of 
the substrate 2 would .accommodate the, larger print words 4 and 
definitions 6 or could also accommodate larger numbers of words' 4 
and definitions 6. • ; .\, 

In an alternate .embodiment of the invention wherein the "; 
substrate 2 -is plastic laminated paper / the , plastic .is further; 
modified- to be a magnifying. plastic 'material . In yet another 
embodiment such plas.tic laminated.. paper is equipped with a' 
magnifying plastic slide, that can slide down the substrate so as- 
to magnify the words* 4 and; def initions 6 for those' persons that 
have difficulty reading normal print. : ,; ' 

.' While a . presently preferred embpdiment and alternate 

-embodiments of "the present invention has been described in detail 
•above , it. ■ should be understood that .various other adaptations 

■ and/or modifications of the invention can be. made by those , 
persons who are particularly skilled in the art without departing 
from either the spirit of the invention or the scope of the.'., 
appended claims : 



